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Walk the Walk for IOCC                                                                                                                         
Saturday, September 29th                                                                                                                                         

 St. Andrew Church in Chicago  
Synergy Symposium 
Saturday, October 20th 

Director of Movie “Becoming Truly Human” 
Nathan (Basil) Jacobs 

St. John the Baptist Church in Des Plaines  
Martha & Mary Maternity House Benefit                                                                                                 

Mid-November                                                                                                                                      
 Venue and Date: TBD  

Pan-Orthodox Thanksgiving Day Liturgy                                                                             
Thursday, November 22nd                                                                                                                        

Venue: TBD  
Pan-Orthodox Sanctity of Life  
Prayer Service & Presentation 

Sunday, January 20, 2019 @ 6:30p.m. 
SS. Peter & Paul Church in Burr Ridge  

Triumph of Orthodoxy Pan-Orthodox Vespers                                                                            
Sunday, March 17, 2019                                                                                                                          

Venue: TBD  

 
METROPOLIS  COMING  EVENTS 

 

 Tuesday, August 14th Great Vespers at Assumption 

Churches of Chicago, Hegewisch, Homer Glen, & Racine, WI 
@ 7p.m. 

 Saturday, August 18th  Religious Education Teacher 

Workshop at St. Haralambos Church in Niles from 9:30a.m. - 
2:30p.m.  Contact: 708.715.4584 

 August 31st- September 3rd Family Synaxis Labor Day 

Retreat at St. Iakovos Retreat Center.  
chicago.family.synaxis@gmail.com 

 Thursday, September 13th Great Vespers at Holy Cross 

Church in Justice @ 7p.m. 

 Sunday, September 16th Great Vespers at St. Sophia Church 

in Elgin @ 7p.m. 

 Saturday, September 22nd Philoptochos Fall Luncheon at 

Café La Cave in Des Plaines. 

 October 5th- 7th Midwest Hellenic Dance Festival at the 

Marriott Hotel in Oak Brook. 

 October 5th- 7th  Choir Conference hosted by St. Nectarios 

Church in Palatine. 

 Monday, October 22nd Great Vespers at St. Iakovos Church 

in Valparaiso, IN @ 7p.m. 

 Thursday, October 25th Great Vespers at St. Demetrios 

Churches in Libertyville, Chicago, Elmhurst & Hammond, IN @ 
7p.m. 

 Wednesday, October 31st Great Vespers at the Holy 

Anargyroi Chapel of St. Demetrios Church in Elmhurst @ 7p.m. 

 November 2nd - 4th  Metropolis Consensus Vision & Strategic 

Planning Team (SPT) Retreat 

 Wednesday, November 7th Great Vespers for the Synaxis of 

the Archangels at St. Haralambos Church in Niles @ 7p.m.  

 Thursday, November 8th Great Vespers at St. Nektarios 

Church in Palatine @ 7p.m. 

 Monday, November 12th  Great Vespers at St. John 

Chrysostom Monastery in WI. 

 Saturday, November 24th Great Vespers at the St. Catherine 

Chapel of Assumption Church in Chicago @ 7p.m. 

 Thursday, November 29th Great Vespers at St. Andrew 

Church in Chicago @ 7p.m. 

 Wednesday, December 5th Great Vespers at St. Nicholas 

Church in Chicago & Oak Lawn @ 7p.m. 

 Tuesday, December 11th Great Vespers at St. Spyridon 

Church in Palos Heights @ 7p.m. 

 Friday, December 14th Great Vespers for the Feast of         

St. Eleftherios at Annunciation Cathedral in Chicago @ 7p.m. 

 Sunday, December 16th Great Vespers at the St. Dionysios 

Chapel at Holy Trinity Church in Chicago @ 7p.m. 

 Monday, December 31st Great Vespers at St. Basil Church in 

Chicago @ 7p.m. 

2018 Liturgical  
Dates to Remember 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
Ύψωσις Τιμίου Σταυρού ημέρα Παρασκευή                                                                                   

Exaltation of the Holy Cross on Friday 
 

Παραμονή των Χριστουγέννων ημέρα Δευτέρα                                                                                             

Eve of the Nativity (Christmas Eve) on Monday 

Homily on the Dormition of the Theotokos 

By St. John of Kronstadt 

Let us be happy, beloved brothers and sisters that we belong to the Holy Orthodox Church, 
worthily and rightly glorifying the Most Holy Sovereign Theotokos on this eminent day out 
of all the days of the year with special  solemnity.  There exists on earth many societies 
and entire governments that do not consider the need nor the obligation to call upon and 
glorify the Queen of heaven and earth, the Mother of Our Divine Lord Jesus Christ, and 
other saints and angels; to submissively serve Her lovingly, as the true Mother of God.    
Today the Holy Church solemnly glorifies the honorable Dormition or Translation of the 
Mother of God from earth to heaven.  A wonderful translation - She died without serious 

illness, peacefully.  Her soul is taken up in the divine hands of Her Son and carried up into the heavenly abode, accompanied  by the 
sweet singing of angels.  And then, Her most pure body is transferred by the apostles to   Gethsemane where it is honorably buried, 
and on the third day it is resurrected and taken up to heaven.  You see this on the icon of the   Dormition of the Theotokos.  On it is 
represented the life-bearing body of the Theotokos laying on a bier, surrounded by the apostles and hierarchs, and in the center of the 
icon the Lord holding in His hands the most pure soul of the Theotokos.  The translation of the Mother of God is a paradigm of the 
translation in general of the souls of Christians to the other world.  
We say that our dead have “fallen asleep” or “passed away.”  What does that mean?  This means that for the true Christian the re is no 
death.  Death was conquered by Christ on the cross.  But there is a translation, i.e., a rearrangement of his condition, i.e.  his soul is in 
another place, in another age, in another world beyond the grave, eternal without end, that is what is meant by “falling asleep”.  It is as 
if it were a temporary dream after which, by the voice of the Lord and the fearful yet wonderful trumpet of the Archangel, al l the dead 
shall live and come forth each to his place: either to the resurrection of life or to the   resurrection of condemnation (Jn. 5:29).  This is 
what the Christian means by translation.  We should  be ready for this translation, for the day of the general resurrection and judgment, 
for this indescribable world event, recorded in the Holy Scriptures.  
The preparation for the meeting of the heavenly King before the dread judgement seat, after death, is essentially the person’s            
preparation throughout the whole of his life.  This preparation means a change in all his thoughts, and the moral change of all his   
being, so that the whole man would be pure and white as snow, washing clean everything that defiles the body and spirit, so that he is 
adorned with every virtue: repentance, meekness, humility, gentleness, simplicity, chastity, mercifulness, abstention, spiritual          
contemplation and burning love for God and neighbor.  
Our preparation for meeting the heavenly King, and for the inheritance of eternal life in heaven, should consist of these things.  The 
heavenly King desires souls adorned with immutable virtue, souls prepared so that the Very Lord Himself could abide in them.  Do not 
marvel that the Very Lord wants to live in us.  In fact, the human soul is more spacious than the heavens and the earth, for it exists in 
the image of God.  And if one removes sins from the soul, the Lord of all will settle in it and will fill it with Himself.  “We will come to him 
and make our dwelling with him” (Jn. 14:23), says the Lord about the souls who love Him.  
And so, you participants in the Christian feasts and especially the present feast of the Dormition of the Mother of God, you who are 
brightly adorned with every virtue and translated to the heavenly kingdom, to Her Son and God, proclaim to each and everyone about 
preparing their souls to be the dwelling place of the Lord, about continual repentance and about the incorruptible adornment of       
Christian virtue.  Let your death also be unashamed and peaceful, serving as the pledge of a good answer at the dread judgment seat 
of Christ.  Amen.  

“In Falling Asleep You Did Not Abandon the World, O Theotokos”     

By His Eminence Metropolitan Nikodemos (Ballendras) of Patras 

The Theotokos is our “mediator” towards Christ, i.e. supporting our prayers and supplications with maternal love and with a welcomed 
and potent intercession to Him on our behalf.  Her constant and protecting advocacy is a given.  As long as we pursue the way of   
holiness we attract Her sympathy all the more; because it is easily understood and quite obvious that the All -holy Theotokos feels 
greater kinship with those who follow Her path-which is always the path of holiness.  Consequently, we are called in this way to develop 
our own filial relation to Her, so as to prove ourselves being Her genuine and beloved children, since “He [Christ] who sanct ifies and 
those [Christians] who are sanctified are all from One [Father]” (Heb. 2:11) and become brethren of Christ and, therefore, ch ildren of 
His All-holy Mother.  
My dear fellow Christians, the life in Christ is crowned by the death in Christ (falling-asleep); and both lead to “eternal life” and heavenly 
blessedness.  Living according to Christ with such a direction and perspective, we, the celebrants of the All-holy Theotokos, will acquire 
in every step of our lives tangible verifications that “The superlatively holy Theotokos did not abandon the world when she fell asleep in 
the Lord.” 



The Greek Orthodox Church of Saint Demetrios 

893 N. Church Road, Elmhurst, IL 60126  

Office: 630.834.7010 * Fax: 630.834.7256 

Email: saintdemetriosoffice@gmail.com * Website: www.saintdemetrioselmhurst.org 
Church Office Summer Hours: Monday  - Friday, 9a.m. - 4p.m. 

This Week At St. Demetrios...  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
 Monday, August 13th  

Church Office Hours, 9a.m. - 4p.m. 
Ιερόν Ευχέλαιον, 5:45μ.μ. 
Sacrament of Holy Unction, 5:45p.m. 
Ακολουθία Μικρού Παρακλητικού Κανόνος, 7μ.μ. 
Small Paraklesis, 7p.m. 
School Board Meeting, 8p.m.  
 Tuesday, August 14th 

Church Office Hours, 9a.m. - 4p.m.  
 Wednesday, August 15th 
Κοίμησις της Υπεραγίας Θεοτόκου 
Όρθρος, 8π.μ. & Θεία Λειτουργία, 9:30π.μ. 
Dormition of the Theotokos 
Orthros, 8a.m. & Divine Liturgy, 9:30a.m. 
Church Office Hours, 11:30a.m. - 4p.m.  

 Thursday, August 16th 

Church Office Hours, 9a.m. - 4p.m.   
 Friday, August 17th 

Church Office Hours, 9a.m. - 4p.m. 
Pythagoras Children’s Academy, 8:30a.m. - 3:15p.m. 
(Teachers Institute Day)  

 Saturday, August 18th 

Church Office Closed 
No Activities or Programs Scheduled 

2018 PARISH REGISTRY 

(As of  August 12th) 
 

Weddings 14     Baptisms 22    

Chrismations 2     Funerals 21    

Clergy Hospital Visitations 227                                                                                

Clergy Shut-In Visitations 28 

      
Philoptochos Corneré      
Scholarship 2018: Sponsored by The Ladies  
Philoptochos Society of St. Demetrios.  Applications 
available in the Church Office.  Deadline-Sept. 30th. 
 
Tues., September 18th: First Meeting, 7p.m. 

Tues., October 9th: Feed the Hungry at the Cathedral 

Tues., October 16th: Philoptochos Membership Tea 

Tues., December 4th: Christmas Party 

Fri., February 22, 2019: Fashion Show 

Sacrament This Week  

Wedding  
We congratulate the following who will join their lives 

together, and we pray that God grant them many 
years of Christian happiness and love!  

  Saturday, August 18 th   
Bride - Christina Bereiter 

Groom - Derek Lau 
Sponsors - Denny Lau 

 
òThe greatest act of love is to take care of a sick person.  If you take 
care of him with love and patience, heõs saved through you and 

youõre saved through him.ó  St. Paisius  of Sihla 

A strong person works out every day to keep his body in shape, but a follower  
of our Lord with strength kneels in prayer to keep his soul in shape.  
A strong person isn’t afraid of anything, but a follower of our Lord with strength 
shows her courage in the midst of fear.  
A strong person won’t let anyone get the best of him, but a follower of our Lord 
with strength gives the best of himself to everyone.  
A strong person walks sure-footedly, but a follower of our Lord with strength 
knows God will catch her when she falls.  
A strong person wears the look of confidence on his face, but a follower of our 
Lord with strength wears grace.  
A strong person has faith that she is strong enough for the journey, but a   
follower of our Lord with strength has faith that in the journey she will become 
strong.  Are we merely strong . . . or do we rely on our faith to provide the 
strength to overcome lifeôs difficulties and gain victory with our Lord? 

                                              
                        “Pave   he WAY”  
With our parking lot now complete (with about 20 new spaces!),                   
please be aware of the following: 

 Church Road - There is no parking on the EAST side directly in front of the 
Church.  This was a little relaxed during construction, but is enforced by the 
Village to provide a safe zone for cars exiting our lot. 

 Fire Lane - The front drive of the Church is a designated fire lane and parking 
is not allowed. 

 One Way - The south side of the parking lot was striped with straight spots to 
accommodate about 20 extra spaces!  However, we are still maintaining the 
one way direction of travel around the back of the property.  If you do park in 
these spots, please follow arrows that lead you to the north exit. 

We appreciate your cooperation and understanding in keeping each other safe 
and secure.  

 

 
 

 

             
 

Stewards - 505    (As of August 12th) 
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Wednesday, August 22nd                                                                                                               
Pythagoras Children’s Academy Begins  

Monday, August 27th                                                                                                                      
Pythagoras Greek School (PGS) Begins  

Saturday, September 8th                                                                                                                
Pythagoras Greek School (PSGS) Begins  

Sunday, September 9th                                                                                                                        
Religious Education/Sunday School Begins  

Thursday, September 20th                                                                                                              
ΔΗΜΗΤΡΙΑ 2018                                                                                                                                
“Paving the Way  

in Missions, Outreach, & Evangelism”                                                                             
An Evening with Metropolitan MAKARIOS of Kenya  

September 29th & 30th 

ΔΗΜΗΤΡΙΑ 2018 
“Taste of Greece” Fall Glendi  
Wednesday, October 17th 

ΔΗΜΗΤΡΙΑ 2018 
ȽŮɟɧɜ ȺɡɢɏɚŬɘɞɜ-Sacrament of Holy Unction 

ɄŬɟɎəɚɖůɖ ůŰɞɜ ȯɔɘɞ ȹɖɛɐŰɟɘɞ 
Paraklesis to St. Demetrios 

“Paving the WAY for Our Youth” 
An Informative Gathering with Cmdr. Elias Voulgaris 

(Open to ALL Parents & Teens)   
Friday-Saturday, October 19th & 20th  

ΔΗΜΗΤΡΙΑ 2018 
“The Panagia Paves the Way for Us” 

Visitation of the Tender-Hearted Kardiotissa  
Myrrh-Streaming Icon - All Night Vigil 

The Icon is from St. George Church -Taylor, PA  
Thursday, October 25th 

ΔΗΜΗΤΡΙΑ 2018 
Parish Feast Day Great Vespers  

Friday, October 26th 
ΔΗΜΗΤΡΙΑ 2018 
Parish Feast Day  

Wednesday, October 28th 

ΔΗΜΗΤΡΙΑ 2018 
Pythagoras School OXI Day Program  

Sunday, November 4th 
Fall Parish Assembly-ũŮɜɘəɐ ɆɡɜɏɚŮɡůɖ  

Saturday, November 10th                                                                                                                       
Family Christmas Retreat  

Wednesday, November 21st                                                                                                                        
Fundraiser (f.k.a.) Formerly Known as the “Smoker”  

Sunday, December 2nd                                                                                                                      
Stewardship Appreciation   

January 13th 
Godparent-Godchild Sunday 

“Pave the Way” 2018ɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯ
2ÏÖÞɯÔÌɯÛÏÌɯÙÐÎÏÛÚɯ×ÈÛÏȮɯ.ɯ+ÖÙËȰɯ 

×ÖÐÕÛɯÖÜÛɯÛÏÌɯÙÖÈËɯÍÖÙɯÔÌɯÛÖɯÍÖÓÓÖÞȭɯɯȹ/ÚÈÓÔɯƖƙȯƘȺ 
Together, we have recently “paved the way” having  
completed our long overdue parking lot and drainage     
 renovation project.  This project was completed two weeks 
ahead of schedule and at a savings of about $50,000 under the 
approved budget amount of $250,000.  Some of the goals that 
were attained in this project included: 

 Complete rehabilitation of existing asphalt parking lot. 

 Expansion & reconfiguration of parking footprint on the 
south side, which resulted in an additional 20 parking 
spaces being created. 

 Replacement of most of the concrete sidewalks & curbs. 

 Several ADA (American Disability Act) additions &    
modifications to parking lot, sidewalks, & signage to assist 
people with disabilities. 

 Complete reconfiguration of rain water drainage through-
out the entire property. 

 Creation of a designated concrete & fenced storage area for 
the garbage dumpsters. 

 Addition of concrete storage space around the garage. 

«͂ϠϢЮϡϔϟϘɯϧϢϠɯͅϤрϟϢ» 2018                                                                                                                         ɯ
ͅϘЮϡϢϠɯϟϢϜȮɯ͋эϤϜϘȮɯϧϔϥɯϢϗϢэϥɯϦϢϨȮɯ 

ϗЮϗϔϡрϠɯϟϘɯϧϔɯϕЕϟϔϧϲɯ͓ϢϨȭɯȹ͘ϔϞϟϢϥɯƖƙȯƘȺ 
Μαζί, πρόσφατα «Ανοίξαμε τον Δρόμο», ολοκληρώνοντας 
το έργο ανακαινήσεως του πάρκινγκ και της αποχέτευσης 
του νερού της βροχής της εκκλησάς μας που έπρεπε να το 
είχαμε κάνει εδώ και πολλά χρόνια.  Το έργο 
ολοκληρώθηκε δύο εβδομάδες νωρίτερα και περίπου 
$50,000 λιγότερα απο το εγκεκριμένο ποσό των $250,000 
δολλαρίων.  Αναλυτικά το έργο περιλαμβάνει τα εξής: 

 Πλήρη αποκατάσταση της ασφάλτου του πάρκινγκ.  

 Επέκταση & αναδιαμόρφωση της νότιας πλευράς του 
πάρκινγκ, με αποτέλεσμα να δημιουργηθούν 20 νέες 
θέσεις στάθμευσης.  

 Αντικατάσταση των πεζοδρομίων & ακρολίθων.      

 Προσθήκες & τροποποιήσεις για να βοηθήσουν άτομα  
     με ειδικές ανάγκες σύμφωνα με το ADA (American     
     Disability Act).         

 Πλήρη αναδιαμόρφωση του συστήματος αποχέτευσης  
     του νερού βροχής απο όλο τον χώρο.          

 Δημιουργία καθορισμένου, περιφραγμένου χώρου για  
     τους κάδους απορριμμάτων.                                

Προσθήκη χώρου αποθήκευσης γύρς απο το γκαράζ. 
̓ϢЕϛϘϜϲɯ͍ϔϥȵ 


